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The initiative was welcomed by church leaders, politicians, and lawyers. Brian Hanson, then legal adviser to the General Synod of the Church of England, wrote: 'The establishment of the Centre for Law and Religion is a welcome addition to the resources available both to the churches and academia. As in other branches of the law, ecclesiastical law is becoming more complex and more bound up with secular legislation. The need for such a centre with a team of church lawyers able to study important issues affecting the churches has never been greater.' Since then, in 2007, whilst Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, the Rt Hon Ruth Kelly wrote: 'I recognise the contribution your Centre has made in raising the level of awareness in the 1 For further information about the Centre, see its website, ,http://www.law.cf.ac.uk/clr., accessed on 11 October 2007. The Centre is staffed by a director, research fellows, and associates not only from the United Kingdom but from across the globe. The Centre has been particularly fortunate to have received financial support from a great many bodies, including the Ecclesiastical Law Society, the Arts and Humanities Research Council, the Nuffield Foundation, the Church of England, the Church in Wales, the Isla Johnston Trust, the Christendom Trust, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Cardiff and the Welsh Assembly Government. Alongside the director, two centre members are full-time staff at Cardiff Law School -Dr Augur Pearce and Professor Peter Luxton (a leading scholar in charity law) -although other staff at the law school have also contributed greatly to its work, including Urfan Khaliq, who has written on Islamic law; Stephen White, an expert on burial law; and David Lambert, an expert on devolution and the churches. Russell Sandberg, who commenced doctoral work at the Centre in 2005, has been appointed to a lectureship at the Law School from September 2008.
The research fellows, several of whom are graduates of the LLM in Canon Law, enjoy international reputations in a wide range of fields. Mark Hill, an Honorary Professor at the Law School, and chancellor of the Dioceses of Chichester and of Europe, has expertise in ecclesiastical law generally and a particular interest in human rights and religion (and was funded by the Church of England for work in this area). Revd Canon Gregory Cameron is Deputy Secretary General of the Anglican Communion, and has worked in ecumenical canon law. Frank Cranmer, former Clerk of Bills, House of Commons, and currently secretary to the Churches Main Committee, has an interest in church governance, church-state relations and Presbyterian law. Anthony Jeremy, the first research fellow, has particular interest in the law of the Church in Wales (which originally funded his fellowship). Aidan McGrath, a professor invitatus at the Gregorian University, Rome (and former president of the Canon Law Society of Great Britain and Ireland) and Gerard Garrett (presiding judge at the regional marriage tribunal, Cork) have interests in all facets of Roman Catholic canon law.
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The Centre's activities are: the exchange and development of ideas, through conferences, seminars and workshops, between academics, practitioners and others; the encouragement and development of research output; its dissemination through publications; provision of research posts; projects studying new developments in the field in the UK, to bring together academics and practitioners to consider topical issues of importance, and to print reports; provision of legal commentary to bodies at home and abroad; the development of links with home and overseas institutions, particularly universities in the USA and Europe; engagement in collaborative research with home and overseas institutions and scholars, and the welcome and support of visiting scholars; the dissemination of research output through assistance in the provision by the Law School of postgraduate degrees and other courses; the development of internationally recognised library collections on law and religion.
The research associates are equally engaged in a spread of specialisms. Eithne D'Auria, a tribunal administrator in the Roman Catholic Church, currently works on canonical provision on the role of experts in the church (and is funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council); the Revd Gareth Powell studies the laws of Methodist churches from a global perspective; and Roger Ruston is an expert on theology, law and human rights. Paul Colton, a graduate of the LLM in Canon Law and Bishop of Cork, specialises in the law of the Church of Ireland; whilst Dr Javier Oliva, originally from Cadiz University and now at Bangor Law School, is an expert on church-state law in the European Union. David Harte, of the Newcastle Law School, has a particular interest in religious pluralism. The Revd Dr Robert Ombres has a wide range of interests in Roman Catholic canon law, and has been key to the development at the Centre of the notion of canon law as applied ecclesiology; he is now Procurator General of the Dominican Order and based in Rome, and whilst at Blackfriars, Oxford, and then Cambridge, was funded as a fellow by the Archdiocese of Cardiff. Joanna Nicholson served as a fellow in 2000. The Centre also has associates from universities in Europe and the USA.
3 Sir John Owen, former Dean of the Arches, and a graduate of the LLM in Canon Law, is president of the Friends of the Centre, among whom are many of the LLM graduates, who meet annually. The Centre also very much values its visiting scholars from (for example) Italy, Spain, Germany, Poland, Korea, Sri Lanka and the Czech Republic. 4 The publication record of Centre members has been excellent. Authored books include: Norman Doe, The Legal Framework of the Church of England (Oxford, 1996) , Canon Law in the Anglican Communion (Oxford, 1998) , The Law of the Church in Wales (Cardiff, 2002) ; Mark Hill, Ecclesiastical Law (third edition, Oxford, 2007) ; and Roger Ruston, Human Rights and the Image of God (London, 2004 The LLM in Canon Law continues to be the principal focus for research-led postgraduate teaching. Until 2000, almost all the students were from the United Kingdom. Since then, with the growing international reputation of the course, students have come from several Anglican churches across the world, including bishops, chancellors and others in the West Indies, the Seychelles, the United States of America, Canada, Ireland, Nigeria and South Africa. Not only does this bring an important global perspective to seminars, it has also resulted in diversification in the subjects taught, with rather more time devoted to the canonical systems of Anglican churches worldwide. Moreover, with a steady intake over the years of members of the Roman Catholic Church (including judges, chancellors and tribunal administrators), there are now three members engaged exclusively in the teaching of Roman Catholic A key aspect of the work of the Centre is to bring people together to study religious law as a means to greater ecumenical and interfaith understanding. The Centre has established three Networks which operate under its auspices: the Colloquium of Anglican and Roman Catholic Canon Lawyers, the Interfaith Legal Advisers Network and the Law and Religion Scholars Network.
The Colloquium of Anglican and Roman Catholic Canon Lawyers was established in Rome in 1999, as an initiative of the Centre, the Pontifical University of St Thomas Aquinas, Rome (Angelicum) and Duquesne Law School, Pittsburgh, USA. The meeting is believed to have been the first of its type, and included an audience with His Holiness Pope John Paul II. The aim of the Colloquium is to contribute to greater ecumenical understanding from the perspective of canon law as a form of applied ecclesiology. It explores ways in which the respective laws of each communion either facilitate or inhibit greater visible ecclesial unity. The membership is a mix of academics and practitioners. Roman Catholic members have included scholars from the Angelicum, Lateran, Orientale and Gregorian, and, for the Anglican team, in addition to academics from Cardiff, there are lawyers from the Anglican Communion Office, the Church of England, the Church in Wales, the Scottish Episcopal Church and The Episcopal Church.
The Colloquia have covered a variety of subjects. The first, on church property, included meetings at the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity, the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, Rota, and the British Embassy to the Holy See. sacred animals represent just some of the recent high-profile cases that underscore the growing topicality and importance of law and religion. Needless to say, religious groups are increasingly obliged to administer their own internal systems of religious law and polity within the context of an ever-developing body of state law affecting religion, and at a time of marked growth in religionrelated litigation. Advisers to religious bodies find themselves engaged in such diverse legal areas as charities, civil partnerships, employment and education, not to mention the application of the Human Rights Act 1998 and European Union law affecting religion (from discrimination to freedom of movement). The Interfaith Legal Advisers Network is designed to bring together for the first time advisers to a wide range of religious groups, to share their experiences and to address contemporary themes at the interface between religious law and state law. The Network met for the first time in December 2007 and a second meeting has been arranged for June 2008. 26 In May 2008, the Centre will launch the Law and Religion Scholars Network, designed to bring together for the first time academics from across the UK interested in all dimensions of the study of law and religion.
Other initiatives with which the Centre has been involved are the itinerant conferences on the concept of a national church; and a collaboration with the canon law faculty at the Catholic Institute Paris (this began in Paris in 2000, coming to Cardiff in 2001, with meetings later in, amongst other places, Beirut, Cluj, Lund and Thessaloniki). Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council, and convened by Javier Oliva at the Centre, 2002 saw in Cardiff the first meeting of the European Forum for Sociology, Law and Religion, an informal network of young academics in this field, from the UK, Spain, Italy, France, Greece and Ireland. The publication of its proceedings, in 2004, 27 has since stimulated Russell Sandberg in the first major drive to combine the disciplines of law, religion and sociology, and he has successfully introduced this interdisciplinary approach to the agenda of the Socio-Legal Studies Association. As part of its function of providing assistance to outside bodies, the Centre has been consulted on a wide range of matters. 41 At its away day at Brecon in 2007, it was agreed that the distinct focus of the Centre should continue to be the comparative, contextual and critical study of both religious law and state law on religion. The Centre will continue to produce works of the highest quality, through the Ecclesiastical Law Journal and other mainstream journals and leading publishing houses, and its website will be updated regularly with information on current developments. As well as its contributions to the initiatives of government and other secular organisations, and its work with religious groups, a long-term strategy is to establish specialisms in other religious legal systems, particularly in Jewish and Islamic law. The Centre looks forward to continued involvement with the Colloquium of Anglican and Roman Catholic Canon Lawyers, the Interfaith Legal Advisers Network and the Law and Religion Scholars Network. Key commitments in teaching are to the development of the research-led LLM in Canon Law, the introduction of further undergraduate courses in British law schools, and the provision of practical training in this field. In all this, the support of the Ecclesiastical Law Society will be, as it always has been, much appreciated as the Centre for Law and Religion enters its second decade. 
